Evaluation was undertaken of several measurements in discriminating between a group of clinically normal persons and a group of persons with definite atherosclerosis manifested by clinical myocardial infaretions. Various Sf lipoprotein classes, the serum cholesterol, the beta lipoprotein cholesterol, the lipid phosphorus, and the "atherogenic index" were included in the study. The results are presented and their significance is discussed.
IN THE past 10 years, several biochemical and biophysical tests have been suggested as possible indicators of atherosclerosis and predictors of clinical complications of this disease. [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] [6] In 1950, the National Advisory Heart Council initiated a cooperative study involving 4 laboratories to evaluate 2 of these measurements as predictors of clinical complications of atherosclerosis. Serum cholesterol and lipoprotein measurements in a population (15, 000) of clinically healthy men aged 40 to 59 were made among the laboratories, and the data were analyzed after a sufficient number of cases of coronary disease had occurred.
The results of the cooperative study were published in 1956.7 During the 6 year period, the Donner Laboratory had changed the methods of serum Neither the ratios of /3 to total cholesterol nor of total cholesterol to lipid phosphorus seem to discriminate the groups. The significance attached to the component parameters disappears when they are combined into a ratio.
It must be emphasized that these data (as well as most of the literature on this subject) 
